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To stand out as a networker on LinkedIn you need to start with setting up a complete LinkedIn 
profile. 

So many people love quoting LinkedIn stating that a complete LinkedIn profile will appear in search 
results 40 times more than the average LinkedIn profile.  That’s a great tip but let’s analyze that for a 
second. 

What is in a complete LinkedIn profile?  What does it look like or what should it have? 

If you’re a networker, you want your complete LinkedIn profile to stand out better than others in 
LinkedIn search results.   

Also, make sure you focus on providing information of value to your target audience and other 
networkers.  No sense having a complete LinkedIn profile that looks like a job seekers profile, right? 

Although I tend to be wordy (can’t help it when the ideas flow! :)) in many previous articles, this one 
is shorter and to the point.  I can hear the collective sigh of relief!   

This time though I am assuming that you want a complete LinkedIn profile and you want it fast! 

 

So, what is in a complete LinkedIn profile? 

On Feb 14, 2012 (yes, Valentine’s day) LinkedIn published an article on their official blog detailing 
the “simple” steps to a complete LinkedIn profile. 

Here are the requirements they listed over 5 years ago: 

1) A profile photo (Tip: head and shoulders, clean background or solid color to make it pop) 
2) Write a Summary about yourself (limit is 2,000 characters) 
3) List all the jobs or positions you’ve held, as well as descriptions of your role 
4) Have 5 or more skills on your profile 
5) Fill out your Industry and Zip Code/Postal Code 
6) Add where you went to school 
7) Have at least 50 connections 

They also mentioned that “freshness matters. So be sure to update your profile frequently if you want 
to keep your score up.” 

 

Fast forward to today and we know a lot more about their algorithm and the factors that can affect 
your LinkedIn profile ranking. 

One thing that has changed since Valentine’s day 2012, LinkedIn came up with a ranking scale for 
profile completeness: 



• Beginner 
• Intermediate 
• Advanced 
• Expert 
• All Star 

 

How do you know if you have an “All-Star” profile? 

Here’s a recent clip from mine.  LinkedIn will display the All-Star tag on your dashboard, just below 
your profile header on desktop. 

 

 

What goes into the All-Star checklist? 

• Your Industry & Location 
• Current Position (with description) Please note the description, I missed this for years. 
• Two Past Positions (ideally with descriptions) 
• Your Education 
• Your Skills (now apparently a minimum of 3, although I’d recommend 8-10) 
• Profile Photo 
• 50 Connections 

 

On the surface, it seems not much had changed from 2012 but we know the search algorithm is a lot 
more efficient in handling complete LinkedIn profiles. 

They say only 51% of LinkedIn users have 100% complete profiles making it more important to take 
the time to help yours stand out. 

The search algorithm seeks and displays results in this order, according to Wiley.com: 

1. Profile Completeness (100% only) 
2. Connections in Common (shared) 
3. Connections by Degree (1st, 2nd, 3rd) 
4. Groups in Common (shared) 

 

Well, I could go on and on but I promised a short(er) article so let’s stop there.  If you have any 
questions about your profile or ensuring that you have a complete LinkedIn profile don’t hesitate to 
ask in the comments. 

 

Thanks for reading. 


